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Marked money
Editorial: The Pueblo Chieftain
April 26, 2008

 

Two members of Colorado’s congressional delegation have joined a bipartisan effort to rein in budget “earmarks,” those special spending items that often end up as pork barrel spending. Rep. Marilyn Musgrave, a Republican seeking re-election in the 4th District, and Rep. Mark Udall, a Democrat running for the U.S. Senate, are joining the “no-earmark” movement. As Rep. Udall notes, Congress needs to adopt clear rules so that all budget amendments are identified by sponsor and cannot be added to House-Senate conference reports. During those conferences, only a few lawmakers are involved in drafting a compromise between the two houses of Congress. Rep. Musgrave hopes the movement “will increase the pressure on both parties to deliver transparency and oversight to the system.” Amen to that. Note that neither of them is opposing spending targeted for local projects. Rather, they support a more open process of passing those spending proposals. If a project in Pottstown is just as worthy as one in Pueblo, it also deserves consideration - in the light of day.

 

Fed watchdog looking into charges Army violated spending moratorium 
By Ann Imse – Rocky Mountain News
Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

 

The Government Accountability Office will look into Rep. Marilyn Musgrave's charge that the Army has violated a moratorium on spending money on expansion of the Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site during fiscal 2008, her office said Wednesday.

 

The GAO report is due Nov. 18, said Joe Brettell, spokesman for the Republican congresswoman.

Musgrave complained after the Army's consulting firm, Booz Allen Hamilton, posted a Colorado Springs job opening for a "army land expansion project manager" to handle the land acquisition process for Pinon Canyon. The job posting was pulled. 

 

Opponents say Booz Allen and a subcontractor also have been conducting focus groups and doing polling in the area concerning the expansion.

 

Fort Carson spokeswoman Karen Linne declined comment Wednesday, but she has been quoted as saying the funds came from 2007 allocations.

 

Meanwhile, Congress also ordered the Army to report back why it needs the expansion. So it's possible that the Army has stayed within the letter of the law, said Brettell. "You have to be concerned about violation of the spirit of the law, if not the letter of it."

 

Sen. Ken Salazar, D-Colo., supported both measures. His spokesman, Cody Wertz, said the senator supported the one-year delay to give the Army time to answer the questions about why the project is justified. 

 

 # # #

 

Share your thoughts and concerns with Congresswoman Marilyn Musgrave. Click here to contact her by email. 

 

Marilyn Musgrave was elected to the United States House of Representatives in January 2003, and she represents Colorado's Fourth Congressional District.  Musgrave is a member of the House Committees on Agriculture and Small Business. To learn more about Rep. Musgrave please visit her official website at http://www.house.gov/musgrave.
 

	 
	1507 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515:  (202) 225-4676
3553 Clydesdale Parkway, Suite 110, Loveland, CO  80538:  (970) 663-3536
636 Coffman Street, Suite # 205, Longmont, CO 80501:  (720) 494-4336
822 7th Street, Suite #9, Greeley, CO  80631:  (970) 352-4037
109 1/2 South 3rd Street, Sterling, CO 80751:   (970) 522-1788
218 State Street, Suite C, Fort Morgan, CO 80701:   (970) 867-4414
206.5 Sixth Street, Las Animas, CO 81054:   (719) 456-0925
 
Unsubscribe


 
 

