Crowley resident John Diaz, second from left and his wife
Avelina, far right, were present at the White House Friday as Diaz
was honored for his community service following Hurricane
Katrina. Shown are Ceolorado Sen. Wayne Allard, John Diaz,
Colorado Rep. Marilyn Musgrave and Avelina Diaz.

(Courtesy Phota)

John Diaz Honored

At White House

By Susan Pieper

As part of Hispanic Heritage
month, John Dhaz of Crowley was
recognized for his community service
in assisting victims of Hurricane
Katrina. Diaz and his wife Avelina
made the trip to Washington, D.C.
to receive the Presidential Voluntary
Service Award.

Diaz volunteered with the Sal-
vation Army.

He was one of six people recog-
nized Friday.

In acknowledging Diaz's receipt
of the award, Colorado Rep, Marilyn
Musgrave said, “Coloradans have a
tradition of loving their neighbors
and helping them in times of need.

“For John Diaz, thizs means even
helping neighbors in another region.
He has touched the lives of hurricane
victims in the Gulf Coast, helping
them return to a sense of normaley

amongst the devastation.

“I am encourage by Mr. Ihaz and
pleased to have a chance to honor a
hero from our region of Colorads.”

Pres. George Bush said of Diaz
and the five others, “Their efforts are
helping children to learn to read,
improving fire safety in schools and
eommunities and helping more His-
panics achieve the dream of a college
education.

“In the wake of the hurricanes,
they've helped set up emergency clin-
ics, provided spiritual counseling to
the displaced, just simple acts, such
as reading stories to children whose
families had lost their homes.

“Tnday, we're here to honor vour
service, and we appreciate so very
much what you have done to help lift
the spirit of the country.”

IMaz and his wife Avelina also
are therapeutic foster parents,
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In & 15-minuto cercinony as
part of Flispanic Heritage month,
Johin Diaz of Crowley was rocng-
nized for his community serviee
in assisting victims of Hurricane
Katrina, Diaz and his wife
Aveling made the ceip to Wash-
ingtan, 1.0, to receive the Presi-
dentinl Voluntary Service Award,
the highest level of commenda-
tion a Prosident can Five in res-
ognition of those who have con-
trihuted their time and energy to
helping others,

Dnaz volunteered with the
Salvation Armyy.

He was ome of six people rec-
ogmized Friday

In acknowledging Diags re-
ceipt of the award, Colorado Rap.

Mearilyn Musgrave said, “Colo
radans have a tradition of loving
their neighbors and belping them
in timea of need.

“For Johor Dhaz, thiz means
even helping neighbors in an-
other region. He has toiached the
lives of hurricane vietims in Lhe
Gulf Coast, helping them return
to @ fense of normaley amengst
the devastation.

“1 am encouraged by Mr. Dhiaz
and pleased to have a chance to
honor & here from our region of
Colorade.”

In making the presentation
to Diazx, Pres. Goorge W. Bush
said of him and the five others
receiving the commendation,
“Their efforts are helping chil
dren to learn to read, improviog
fire sufety in schools and commu-
nities and helping more Hispan-
ica achieve the dresem of & college
educatien,

“Tn the wake of the hurri-
canes, they'we helped set up
cmaergency clinics, provided spiri-
tual counseling ta the displaced,
Juet simple acta, swch a8 reading
stories b children whose families
b Lost their homes,

“Today, we're here to honer
your gervice, hid we appreciate
g0 very much what you have done
to help lift the spirit of the coun-
try."

Diaz and hiz wife Avelina
also are therapeutic fuster par-
ents and Diaz lends his musical
talemts to meany church services
in the ares.
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