ag cuts are premature

IRt

Musgrave calls for

market instability

Seeking to avoid further
instability in agricultural
markets, and working to pro-
tect Colorado’s farmers and
ranchers, Congresswoman
Marilyn Musgrave recently
petitioned the Budget Com-
mittee to postpone President
Bush’s proposed cuts to farm
yrograms unﬁl_,x Congress

In a letter sent by the Con-
gresswoman and the entire
House Agri Committee,
she stressed to Budget Chair-
man Jim Nussle the importance
of keeping budget and funding
some cuts were made last year
and the policies of the farm bill
expire a year from now.

“Agriculture producers and
their lenders need the stability

ised in the 2002 farm bill,
the rules shouldn’t be changed
for them in the remaining
months of this law,” said Mus-
grave. “Last year, the Agricul-
ture Committee joined the rest
of Congress in finding respon-
sible areas to limit spending
and help rein-in the sizable fed-
eral deficit. Current market

-

for 2006 will be down $16 bil-
Tion, to $56 billion. This would
be a 23 percent decline from
2005 and 32 percent from the
record level of 2004. In addition,
crop receipts are predicted to
drop $5 billion from last year
and $8 billion from 2004. This
would be the lowest level of crop
receipts since 2002.

The letter stated:

The Committee on Agriculture
is dedicated to ensuring that the
. Federal government continues
to promote policies that will

rural communities strong and
our citizens healthy and safe.
Webehe've that our current poli-




