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Continued from Page Al

This includes funding last
year for a $223 million bridge
from Ketchikan, Ala, where
the population is 8,900, to
Gravina Island, where the pop-
ulation is 50.

Most of the time, she said,
Congress doesn't even know
it’s voting for such items.

The statute, called the Stim-
ulating Leadership in Cutting
Expenditures Act, or SLICE,
would force members of Con-
gress to defend and explain
their earmarks, with the aim of
preventing wasteful spending
in the face of what Udall and
Musgrave called a budgetary
Crisis.

While reducing wasteful
spending is a step in the right
direction, it won’t be enough to
fix the budgetary shortfall the
country is facing, said Jamie
Lang, executive director of the
Fort Collins-based Common-
sense Coalition, a nonpartisan
group that looks at solutions to
economic decline,

The coalition predicts a $51
trillion shortfall in the next 80

to 100 years as the result of tax
deductions and promised in-
creases in benefits. This statute
is a step in the right direction,
L said, but could also be
uig detrimentally as part of a
political game.

“l could see someone put-
ting in a good piece of legisla-
tion in appropriations that's fis-
cally responsible but not on the
president’s agenda,” Lang said.
The president would then be
able to cross it out, he said,

Musgrave commended Col-
orado’s legislative process,
which limits bill amendments
to those that fit under the bill's
title to ensure they are ger-
mane to the topic at hand. She
said she would also like to see
this sort of discretion at the na-
tional level 1o reduce wasteful
spending. i

sué%g can only go into effét
with support from the Senate
and approval from the presi-
dent, who called on Congress to
give him such power in his State
of the Union Address this year,

Udall expressed hope that
could happen. “If the two of us
can stand up here and agree on
this approach, we think our
colleagues will be able to do so
as well,"” he said.



