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was totally out of my ballpark. I
didn't know if I'd have to pack
up and go back home.”

Even though the danger re-
mained if she returned home,
McCabe said she was ready to
doit.

“It was between that and be-
ing homeless,” she said. “T didn't
want to do that to my kids.”

When a unit opened up in Al-
ternatives to Violence's transi-
tional housing program, Mc-
Cabe stayed there for two years.

“It was lifesaving,” she said.

Women often return to their
abusers after their stay at Cross-
roads because they have no
money and nowhere else to go,
said executive director Vick
Lutz. That's when the Violence
Against Women Act, or VAWA,
steps in.

Now, with a nearly $175,000
grant from VAWA, Crossroads
and Alternatives to Violence
are partnering with the city of
Fort Collins and other local
groups to eight more tran-
mtlurp:] huﬁgunﬂs in the city.

There are only 50 such units
in the state, two of them in Fort
Collins.

“We are excited to bring
these critically needed units to
our community,” Lutz said.
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funding is no longer needed,
said Alison Hade, [:_-‘;:eum've di-
rector for Alternatives to Vio-
lence.

This year, four women have
been killed by a partner — Sara
Sherwood i.nyFurt Collins, Jen-
nifer Jarvis in Loveland and two
women in Weld County —
Hade said.

“It shows the federal govern-
ment has a stake in ending part-
ner violence,” Hade said, noting

there is “no real” state funding
available for these types of pro-
grams.

Crossroads; Alternatives to
Violence, Estes Valley Vietim
Advocates and other regional
groups also partnered on a
nearly ﬁzﬂ.ﬂﬁﬂ VAWA grant
to provide free legal service to
victims of domestic violence
and sexual assault in northwest-
ern Colorado.

The money will pay for two
lawyers, an administrator to
help women in child custody

cases, divorces, protection or-
ders, child support and other le-
gal matters, Lutz said.

The money will also go to-
ward the purchase of a do-
mestic violence resource ve-
hicle to be used as a mobile
office so services can be
brought to women who don't
have transportation, Lutz
said.

Alternatives to Violence
partnered with Crossroads for
the most recent grant. About 2
percent of its total budget

the Senate bill would allur'
$3.947 billion during the nexr
five years.

Colorado Rep. Marilyn Mus-
grave, a Republican who award-
ed the two VAWA grants to
Crossroads, Alternatives to Vio-
lence and Estes Valley Victim -
Advocates during a
Monday, said reauthorization of -
the act was crucial.

“These are people in desper-
ate need” sim said. “They-
(women and children) are..
members of society who are
very vulnerable”
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