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Congresswoman Again Urges Passage of Food Bank Funding
Musgrave calls on House Speaker to end funding delays
Washington, DC: Today, Congresswoman Marilyn Musgrave (R-Ft. Morgan) continued her push to get Colorado food banks much needed federal funding by urging Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-San Francisco) to quit delaying passage of a funding bill.  The Congresswoman urged the top Democratic leader to quickly pass funding for the Commodity Supplemental Food Program, which provides food boxes to low-income seniors and mothers with infant children.
In February, Musgrave also stood up to President George W. Bush and opposed his plan to completely eliminate the CSFP.

VIDEO FILE: Musgrave Presses For Food Bank Funds, November 1, 2007 (.mpg file)

In Colorado, there are seven food banks organizations that utilize the CSFP and they serve nearly 20,000 people annually.  For 2007, Colorado is projected to receive $4 million for these services through CSPF.  However, the 2008 fiscal year already began on October 1st and Congress has yet to pass a final funding bill that will be signed into law.

The Congresswoman voted in August to provide $150 million for the CSFP for 2008, which is an increase of $43 million over 2007 funding levels.  However, this bill has been stalled by Speaker Pelosi due to partisan politics on Capitol Hill.  

The Congresswoman’s remarks today come on the heels of a letter she sent Speaker Pelosi last week.  In her petition, Musgrave stressed the importance of the food bank funding for Colorado residents and the insight she gained from a recent visit to the Weld County Food Bank. 

Rep. Musgrave’s Floor Speech Transcript
Mr. Speaker, because it’s taking longer than it should to complete the people’s business and the Agriculture Appropriations bill is getting further delayed by political wrangling, I am compelled to petition Speaker Pelosi to focus on a federal food bank program that is very important to my Colorado district. 

I’ve asked the Speaker to retain funding for the Commodity Supplemental Food Program.  

The program was established in the late 1960s and effectively provides low-income elderly individuals and pregnant women basic food assistance.  

However, in recent years, Presidents Clinton and Bush have proposed the elimination of this program despite the objections of many, including myself.

The importance of CSFP funding was made clear to me during the August work period when I visited the Weld County Food Bank.  This food bank is one of seven in Colorado that utilizes this funding and it serves nearly 20,000 residents in my district.   

This food bank program and the Agriculture Appropriations bill are vital to Colorado – please retain funding for this program and do so without further delay.  
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Marilyn Musgrave began serving in the United States House of Representatives in January 2003, and she represents Colorado's Fourth Congressional District.  Musgrave is a member of the House Committees on Agriculture, Education and the Workforce, Resources, and Small Business. To learn more about Rep. Musgrave please visit her official website at http://www.house.gov/musgrave.
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